CHAPTER IV

Knox summoned for heretical teaching at Edinburgh - successful
preaching tour - a letter to the regent - Calvin's victory -
organisation of the Genevan Church - oppressive measures -
Knox called back to Scotland - stopped at Dieppe - The
First Blast of the Trumpet - return to Geneva - death of Mary
Tudor and accession of Elizabeth of England.
" IF I had not seen It with my eyes, in my own
country, I could not have believed it ! " wrote
Knox, in referring to the fervency of the Protest-
ants, but he found several things in the conduct
of the Reformers that aroused his bitter condem-
nation. Many of them attended mass, and claimed
that they were justified. The first thing was,
they argued, to build up a strong body of opinion ;
progress would be retarded if the authorities
began a campaign of persecution ; and such a
campaign would certainly be instituted if the
Reformers attracted attention by absenting them-
selves from mass in large numbers. Knox could
not countenance this view. In his opinion a man
must declare his religion openly at whatever cost
to himself, and must never in any circumstances
compromise with the forces of evil.
He set out on a preaching1 tour in Scotland, and
in several places celebrated communion according
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